
 



 

 

Welcome & Announcements                                                   Pastor Elbert McGowan, Jr.  
                    

* Call to Worship                                Ephesians 2:1-10                         Rev. Zack Owens 
                                                                         Assistant Pastor of Congregational Care 
                                                                                                          

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us 
with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you 
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

 

Prayer of Invocation and Confession of Sin                                           Rev. Zack Owens 

 

Assurance of Pardon                        Psalm 130:3-4                             Rev. Zack Owens 

 

If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is for-
giveness, that you may be feared.  

 

* Song of Preparation                                                        “Bless That Wonderful Name” 

                                   

Bless that wonderful name of Jesus.  
Bless that wonderful name of Jesus.  

Bless that wonderful name of Jesus—no other name I know.  

 

Mighty is the name of Jesus.  
Holy is the name of Jesus.  

Glorious is the name of Jesus—no other name I know.  
 

Worthy is the name of Jesus.  
Wonderful is the name of Jesus.  

Son of God is He, my Jesus—no other name I know.  
 

Praise that wonderful name of Jesus.  
Praise that wonderful name of Jesus.  

Praise that wonderful name of Jesus—no other name I know.  
 

* Song of Praise                                                                                “A Living Sacrifice” 

 

I offer my body, I offer my mind, I offer my spirit as a living sacrifice. 
In view of your mercy, I lay down my life, Jesus, receive me as a living sacrifice. 

Make me holy, make me holy, make me holy as a living sacrifice. 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Pastor Elbert McGowan, Jr.—Aug 16, 2026 

“The Transformative Power of The Gospel of Grace”  
Galatians 1:10-24 



 

Baptism                                                                                  Pastor Elbert McGowan, Jr.  

 

8:00am: Jerome Douglas III, Covenant Child of Jerome and Analise Douglas 

 

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                      Mr. Grant Callen 
                                                                                                                 Ruling Elder  

 

Worship in Giving                                                                                 Mr. Grant Callen  

 

**Please find the Connect Pad on your pew at this time to sign in and pass it down the row.** 
Visitors: If you would like to be contacted by the church, please include your email address 

Thank you to those giving online. 
 

Choral Worship              “Jesus Cast a Look On Me”                    Redeemer Choir               
   

Jesus cast a look on me. Give me sweet simplicity,  
Make me poor and keep me low, seeking only Thee to know. 

 

All that feeds my busy pride, cast it evermore aside,  

Bid my will to Thine submit, lay me humbly at Thy feet. 

 

Make me like a little child, of my strength and wisdom spoiled,  
Seeing only in Thy light, walking only in Thy might. 

 
Leaning on Thy loving breast, where a weary soul can rest, 

Feeling well the peace of God, flowing from His precious blood  

 

In this posture let me live, and hosannas daily give.  
In this temper let me die, and hosannas ever cry! 

 

Prayer of Illumination                                                            Pastor Elbert McGowan, Jr.                                   
 

Sermon Text                                                                                    Galatians 1:10-24 
Pew Bible p. 1154 

 

Sermon Title                                        “The Transformative Power of The Gospel of Grace”  

 

* Hymn of Faith                                                           “Before The Throne of God Above” 
   

 Before the throne of God above  
I have a strong and perfect plea,  

A great High Priest whose name is “Love,”  
Who ever lives and pleads for me.  
My name is graven on His hands,  
My name is written on His heart;  

I know that while in heav’n He stands  
no tongue can bid me thence depart,  
no tongue can bid me thence depart. 

 

When Satan tempts me to despair,  
and tells me of the guilt within, 

upward I look and see Him there  
Who made an end to all my sin.   
Because the sinless Savior died,  
my sinful soul is counted free;  
For God, the Just, is satisfied  

to look on Him and pardon me,  
to look on Him and pardon me.  



 

 

* Benediction                                                                  Pastor Elbert McGowan, Jr.   

 

*Departing Song                                                          “Before The Throne of God Above” 
 

Behold Him there! The risen Lamb,  
my perfect, spotless Righteousness,  

the great unchangeable I AM,  
the King of glory and of grace!   

One with Himself I cannot die,  
My soul is purchased by His blood;  
My life is hid with Christ on high,  

with Christ, my Savior and my God,  
with Christ my Savior and my God. 

 

Prayer Intercessor Team                                Mr. Jeremy Smith & Mrs. Alli Smith (8:00am)  
                                                  Dr. Andy Sauerwein & Mrs. Quita Sauerwein (11:00am)       

 

*Please Stand.    

(Redeemer Church, PCA, CCLI #2579870) 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 

The Sacrament of Covenant (Infant) Baptism 
 

As we read through the Word of God, it becomes clear that God’s sovereign grace is 
embraced in the “covenant” framework of Scripture. By grace alone, God has cove-
nanted with His people that He will have them to/for Himself from every nation, tribe, 
people, and language (Rev 7). It is a covenant generally that embraces family solidari-
ty (see Acts 2:39; Acts 16:31; Gen 17:7). As noted elsewhere, “every person identified 
in the Bible as having a household present at his or her conversion also had the household 
baptized.” Because of God’s covenant, all history marches forward to the time when 
God’s covenant people will live in the New Jerusalem in a renewed world order enjoy-
ing fully their relationship with God: “they will be His people, and God Himself will be 
their God” (see Rev. 21:3).  
 
Even today, Christ continues as “the Mediator of the new covenant” (Heb 8), the one Me-

diator between God and man (1 Tim 2). Salvation is covenant salvation: regeneration, 
justification, adoption, sanctification are covenant mercies. Baptism and the Lord’s Sup-
per, corresponding to/replacing the old covenant rites of circumcision and Passover, are 
covenant ordinances. God’s law is covenant law, and keeping it is the truest expression 
of gratitude for covenant grace and loyalty to our covenant God. An understanding of 
this covenant of grace guides us through, and helps us appreciate, all the wonders of 
God’s redeeming love.  
 
Christians in our theological tradition believe that children of believers, infant children, 
are and should be included as members of the visible covenant community, the church. 
Why? Because we believe, based upon the Bible, that infant children of believers have 
the status of covenant children and therefore should be baptized, just as Jewish male 
infants previously had been circumcised. Again, why? Because, if infants are deemed 
members of the visible covenant community with their believing parents, it is fitting to 
give them the sign of covenant status and of their place in the covenant community.  
 
Is there something magic about the water? No. Do baptized infants have no obligation 
to make a public profession of personal faith in Jesus Christ? Certainly, they do. When 
we celebrate the sacrament of covenant baptism, we publicly recognize a covenant 
child through the covenant sign of baptism as a child of at least one believing parent (1 
Cor 7:14), thus as a member of the visible church. At the same time, we are careful also 
to affirm that neither baptism nor being the child of believing parents will suffice to 
make that child a true believer. At some point, each baptized infant/child must person-
ally turn from their sins and express their own faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
The outward and visible sign in baptism is water. As water is poured down on the head 
of a child, we are reminded of the cleansing blood of the Lord Jesus Christ that delivers 
us from the penalty of sin (1 John 1:7) as well as the sanctifying virtue of the Holy Spirit 
delivering us from the power of sin (Rom 8:2). 

 
        



 

 
 
 

 

Sermon Questions 

 

• Open Reflection—In your own words, what stood out to you when the  passage 

was read? 

 

• Enjoying God—What particular aspect of the sermon helped you to enjoy God 

(Father, Son, and Spirit) more deeply? 

 

• What aspect of the gospel stood out to you in the sermon? 

 

• How would you summarize this sermon to another believer? 

 

• How was your understanding of the passage sharpened, clarified, or changed as 

you heard the word preached? 

 

• What are practical action steps that you can take this week as we consider how to 

apply this to our lives? 

 

• Where do you see struggles and/or victories in your life over doctrine and prac-

tice from today's passage and sermon? 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                         
                                         redeemerjackson.com/this-Sunday                           

 

Connect Pad: Please find the Connect Pad on your pew and sign in. 
This helps us keep track of Members and Visitors alike.  

                           

More Information:  
On the QR Code you'll find links to announcements and online giving.  

                                

                                                                             *** PRAYER REQUESTS/UPDATES ***   

 

• Phyllis Hurley & Family: As they grieve the loss of Dr. Jim Hurley.   
• Bill Wallace: As he recovers from heart ablation. 
• Finn Roberson: As he recovers from surgery and is treated for severe sleep apnea. 
• Sheila Nasekos: Healing and recovery from internal bleeding.  
• Donald Dorsey: In the hospital with vascular issues. 
• Myah Lane: As she undergoes treatment for Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia. 
• Thomas Eaves, son of Sterling & Lizzie Eaves: In remission from Leukemia.  
                                                               

  Births 

 

• Mildrith “Millie” Stawana Missel Mau, 8.4.26, Covenant Child of Jarrod Mau & Alexis Missel  
• Jalyn Thabryxelle Gray, 7.31.26, Covenant Child of Jalen & Symphonia Gray 
 
 

See QR Code or redeemerjackson.com/this-Sunday for updates and Take Them a Meal. 
 

*** SEEKING TO SERVE *** 
 

Serve at Upside Down This Fall 
We are excited to restart Upside Down on Aug 19. This is our midweek discipleship time 
for kids k4-5th grade. It’s like VBS for our kids once a week! This fall we will be studying 
Joshua. If you'd like to join the RedeemerKids team as a leader, reach out to Jajuan 
McNeil-mrmcneil@redeemerjackson.com-we'd love to have you!  
 

Volunteers Needed for Children's Church 
We want to restart children’s church on Sept 20 for our K4 and K5 members. In order to 
teach our children about covenant theology on first and third Sundays, we need 10 people 
to help to disciple some of our youngest members. Please contact Jajuan McNeil at mrm-
cneil@redeemerjackson.com by Sept 2 to let him know that you want to be apart of this 
leadership group.  

 

Art + Soil Garden Swap, Aug 29, 9:00-11:00am 
Join the Art + Soil Garden for our “Garden Swap” community event! We will share our 
seeds, tools, plants and other supplies. Bring what you can and take what you need! There 
will also be kids activities and information for new gardeners. To drop off donations be-

forehand, for more information, or to volunteer contact Kateri Gill at kateriar-
is@gmail.com. 

 

*** CALLED TO CONNECT *** 

 

Hope & Relationships via Hope Exchange Begins Aug 19, 6:00-7:30pm 
Hope & Relationships is a communication class (powered by Hope Exchange) for people 
who: 1) are ready to make real progress and grow in the way they speak and listen; 2) 
want to share their honest thoughts, feelings, and opinions without causing unnecessary of-
fense; 3) desire to understand their patterns in conflict and strive for real change; and 4) 
are open to working through challenges in community. If that sounds like you, get signed up 
through QR code and reserve your spot in the class! 
 
 
 

http://bit.ly/wisewords4u
http://bit.ly/wisewords4u


 

RCA ArtShare, Aug 20, 6:00-8:00pm 
Join us for our art "open mic night." All mediums welcome! Play a song, share a poem, show 
a painting or drawing, or read a short story. Even if it's in a rough draft form, come share 
what you've been working on. This is a friendly and relaxed environment designed to en-
courage one another in creative artmaking. We’ll meet at Lydia Martin's home, contact Peter 
Davis at peterdart@live.com for the address and more details. All ages welcome! 
 

RYA Pool Party & BBQ, Aug 27, 6:30-8:00pm 
This Fall with Redeemer Young Adults, we're kicking things off with a pool party and FREE 
BBQ! We'll be catering food from Boondocks, and drinks will be provided as well. Invite a 
friend and come enjoy good food and fellowship with us! Joyce Hamme is hosting at her 
home, address will be posted in the RYA GroupMe, join through the QR code.  

 

Redeemer Music Collective, Aug 30, 4:30-6:00pm 
Join us in the sanctuary for the first Redeemer Music Collective, a relaxed gathering for mu-
sicians and vocalists of all ages and experience levels to connect, learn, and make music 
together. Register through the QR code to receive the songs, chord charts, and event details. 
Contact Candace Robins at crobins@redeemerjackson.com for more information.  

 

*** NEWS TO NOTE*** 

 

Jonathan Lancaster Returns to the Diaconate 
Previously, Jonathan stepped down from the diaconate as he and 
Frances anticipated transitioning to First Presbyterian Church alongside 
his role as Head of School at First Pres Day School. We're delighted to 
share that Jonathan, Frances, and their kids will be remaining at Re-
deemer even as Jonathan continues as the Head of School at FPDS, and 
the session has voted to reinstate Jonathan to the diaconate. 

 
 

Barry McCay Returns from Sabbatical 
Ruling Elder Barry McCay has returned from his year long Sabbatical 
(his first in 14 years of service!). We are so thankful to have Bar-
ry's steady faithfulness, theological insight, servant's heart, and love for 
the church. 
  
 
 

Redeemer Officer Update, John Hooker 
At the Aug 10 meeting, with sadness, the Session accepted the resigna-
tion of John Hooker from the Diaconate. For the past 14 years, John has 
served tirelessly with Redeemer Engaging Disabilities, Transportation 
Ministry, Mercy Ministry, Wednesday nights, and in a wide array of 

administrative details. His deep kindness, ministry of presence, and ex-
tensive service as an officer will be missed. Thank you, John!   

 

Officer Training Open to The Congregation, Begins Aug 19, 7:00pm 
This year we are pleased to open Officer Training not only to the men nominated for office 
but also to the congregation at large. We believe that this educational opportunity can ben-
efit everyone in the church—especially those in leadership—as we go through the Mission & 
Vision of Redeemer, the big picture of the Bible, Covenant Theology, the Westminster Stand-
ards, and more. The class will run for 10 Wednesday nights, Aug 19-Oct 28 (skipping Oct 7 
& Oct 14), 6:00-7:30pm. Space is limited. To hold your spot, email Brian Gault at 
bgault@redeemerjackson.com  
 
 
 
 

https://groupme.com/join_group/95389292/QR5Pjsxv
mailto:bgault@redeemerjackson.com?subject=Officer%20Training


 

 

*** Redeemer Kids *** 
K4-5th Grade 

 
 

Upside Down Returns, Aug 19, 6:00-7:30pm 
We are excited to restart Upside Down! This is our midweek discipleship time for 
kids k4-5th grade. It’s like VBS for our kids once a week! This fall we will be study-
ing the book of Joshua.  
 
 

*** Redeemer Youth *** 
6th-12th Grade 

 
 

Crossroads Kickoff Game Night, Aug 19, 6:00-7:30pm 
Middle Schoolers (6th-8th grade), come kick off the 2026-27 school year with din-
ner and a game night in the Youth Room! 
 

Rooted Returns Aug 23, 5:30-7:00pm 
High Schoolers, we hope you will join us on Sunday nights for Rooted! At Rooted we 
eat dinner, worship, hear a lesson from God’s Word and then discuss it in small 
groups. See you there!  
 

Redeemer Youth Merch: Order by Sept 15! 
Get ready for the fall and show your Redeemer Youth spirit in our new merch! Or-
dering closes on Sept 15, and you'll get your new swag in time for our fall retreats! 
Order through the QR code.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Redemption Accomplished, WCF 8-15 
Location: Fellowship Hall 

Teacher: Brian Gault 
 

This fall, our Sunday School class will explore Chapters 8–15 of the Westminster Confession 
of Faith, tracing the heart of the gospel and the saving work of Christ. Over seven weeks we 
will consider how God rescues sinners through the person and work of Jesus and applies that 
redemption to His people by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Topics include Christ the Mediator, human will and sin, effectual calling, justification, adop-
tion, sanctification, saving faith, and repentance. Together these chapters present a beautiful 
picture of God’s grace—from Christ accomplishing salvation to the Spirit bringing that salva-
tion to life in believers. Whether you are new to the Confession or familiar with it already, 
this class will help deepen your understanding of the gospel and strengthen your confidence 
in the saving grace of Christ. 
 

The Righteousness of God: Romans 1-5 
Location: Room 109 

Teachers: Josh Anderson, Joshua Coleman, Markese Lee,  
Jonny Parker, Jermaine Van Buren 

 

In this Sunday School class, we aim to use Romans 1-5 to paint a clear picture of the unright-
eousness of man, the righteousness of God, and the way in which this righteousness is imput-
ed to those who believe in Christ. In these five chapters, Paul gives arguably the clearest 
exposition in the Bible of how we sinners are made righteous by the death and resurrection 
of Christ. We hope that, after this class, all who attend will leave with a clearer understand-
ing of the righteousness we have in Christ, the divine indicative that serves as a foundation 
for all divine imperatives. 

 
Redeeming the Time: Parenting as Spiritual Formation 

Location: Sanctuary  
Teachers: Zack & Kristen Owens, Marray & TK Harris 

 

In this class, we hope to focus less on behavior and discipline and more on the formation of 
our children - heart, mind, soul, and strength. Connecting the dots between Ephesians 5:15-
16 and 6:1-4, we will explore how children spend their time and how parents spend time 
with their children (technology, play, sports, reading, spiritual discipleship at home and at 
church). 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Fall Sunday School Adult Classes Block 1 
9:45-10:35am   

Aug 9—Sept 27 



 

 
 

 

Youth (6th-12th): Confronting Christianity: 12 Hard  
Questions for the World's Largest Religion  

 

High School Teachers: Chael Williams, Stephanie Greer, Jerome Douglas, Katie Drake,  
Rob Vickery, Mary Kathryn Evans, Cadden Christie  

Middle School Teachers: Chael Williams, Stephanie Greer, Jerome Douglas, Katie Drake, 
Lane Morgan, Goodness Adegbola, Oliver Hammond, Jake Garner  

Location: Youth Room 

 

This fall Redeemer Youth Sunday School will be working through Confronting Christianity: 12 
Hard Questions for the World's Largest Religion by Rebecca McLaughlin. From the back of 
the book: 
 

"Christianity is the most widespread global belief system, and promises to remain so well 
into the future. But for many educated westerners, biblical Christianity is a dangerous 
idea―challenging some of their deepest beliefs. Channeling state-of-the-art research, per-
sonal stories, and careful biblical study, Confronting Christianity explores 12 questions that 
keep many of us from considering faith in Christ. Look more closely, McLaughlin argues, and 
the reality of suffering, the complexity of sexuality, the desire for diversity, the success of 
science, and other seeming roadblocks to faith become signposts. Jesus becomes not a relic 
from the ancient world, but our modern world’s best hope." 

 

Children’s (K4-5th): Exodus 

K4- Room 209/211 - Teachers: Amanda McGuffey, Rachel Harbarger 

K5- Room 208 - Teachers: Beth Clarke, Sarah Love Crawford, Rebekah Kettleman 

1st Grade-Room 210 - Teachers: Claire Graves, Krisan Parish 

2nd Grade-Room 207 - Teachers: Gene Everitt, KK Harrington, Rebecca Walker 

3rd Grade - Room 205/206 - Teachers: Andrea Burkes, Page Callen, Christa Williams 

4th Grade - Room 204 - Teachers: Latanya Frances, Alleen McClain, Sonya White 

5th Grade - Teachers: Haley Arndt, Tyler Espinoza 

 

This Fall, RedeemerKids will start to study the book of Exodus during the Sunday School hour. 
We will be using OneStory’s curriculum to study God’s word chapter by chapter.  

 

Nursery (2’s & 3’s): God’s Faithfulness to His Promises 
 

Teachers: Olivia Akins, Chad Akins, Amy Boyett, Alexis Doty, Akida Mosby 
Location: Nursery Wing 

 

This fall, our Nursery Sunday School will focus on teaching our young children the biblical 
foundation of God’s creation and the early family of faith by covering key stories from the 
Book of Genesis, highlighting the life of Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac, 
Rebekah, Esau, Jacob, and Joseph and how they fit into God’s plan of salvation. 

 

 

Fall Children & Youth Sunday School  
9:45-10:35am  

Aug 9—Nov 29 



 



 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

THIS WEEK 

Deacon on Call Week of Aug 16 
Dave Garner, 769.428.7405  
  

Sunday, Aug 16 
8:00am   Worship Service 
8:00am   Livestream Available 
9:45am   Sunday School  
11:00am Worship Service 
Various    Sunday Growth Groups Begin 

 

Monday, Aug 17 
 

Tuesday, Aug 18 
7:00pm   Choir Practice 
   

Wednesday, Aug 19 
6:00pm   Crossroads Kick Off  
6:00pm   Upside Down Begins 
6:00pm   Women’s Bible Study Begins 
6:00pm   Officer Training Begins 
6:00pm   Hope & Relationships  
              Class Begins 
 

Thursday, Aug 20 
6:00pm   RCA ArtShare 
 

Friday, Aug 21 
 

Saturday, Aug 22 
8:30am   Men’s Basketball 
 

Sunday, Aug 23 
8:00am   Worship Service 
8:00am   Livestream Available 
9:45am   Sunday School 
11:00am Worship Service 
5:30pm   Rooted Begins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
                                                                     
 
 

STAFF 

Elbert McGowan, Jr., Senior Pastor 
Brian Gault, Asst Pastor of Shepherding & Discipleship  
Zack Owens, Asst Pastor of Congregational Care 
Jerome Douglas, Dir Neighborhood Outreach & Missions 
Jajuan McNeil, Director of Children's Ministry 
Joya McNeil, Children’s Ministry Assistant 
Chael Williams, Director of Youth Ministry 
Stephanie Greer, Assistant Youth Director 
Katie Drake, Director of Women’s Ministry 
Velma Warner, Nursery Coordinator 
Ellie Craven, Director of Music Ministry  
Candace Robins, Assistant Director of Music Ministry  
Brandon Slay, Director of AV Ministries 
Andre Warner, Audio/Visual Assistant 
Coralie Keplinger, Coordinator of Communications  

& Operations, Assistant to the Senior Pastor 
Mary Sanders, Administrative Assistant 
Josh Anderson, Intern 
Joshua Coleman, Intern 
Oliver Hammond, Intern 
Markese Lee, Intern 

   

DEACONS 

Grafton Bragg 
Philip Carter 
Preston Denley  
Davidson Forester* 
Jon Fults   
David Garner 
Jake Garner* 
Clayton Gressett 
Reid Haygood 
Detrick Johnson  
Blaise King* 
Jonathan Lancaster 
Cody McCain 
Lane Morgan  
Greg Ross      
Jaimar Scott 
Seth Shannon 
Jonathan Shull  
Jeremy Smith  
Ellis Tucker   
Johnston Walker       
Tamarco White 
 

         
  
   

RULING ELDERS 

Karl Arndt 
Grant Callen   
Tu Combs 
Gene Dent 
Baskin Jones   
Scott Marshall   
Barry McCay  
Kelle Menogan, Sr. 
Marculis Mosby  
CL Pearce 
Herb Sanders 
Andy Sauerwein 
William Stackler    
Rob Vickery    
Trey Watkins   
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Sabbatical  
 
                              COMING UP: 
Aug 27: RYA Pool Party & BBQ 
Aug 29: Art + Soil Garden Swap 
Aug 30: Redeemer Music Collective 
Sept 3: Thurs Noon Women's Bible Study Begins 
Sept 6: Church-Wide Prayer Brunch 
Sept 7: Church Office Closed 
Sept 8: Session Meeting 
Sept 8: Tues PM Women's Bible Study Begins 
Sept 9: Mom’s Bible Study Begins 
Sept 15: Tues AM Women's Bible Study Begins 
Sept 16: Raising Kids in a Digital World Discussion  redeemerjackson.com/this-Sunday                                                                                                     


