Redeemer
blends race
and cultures

BY BECKY RUSSELL gospel of Jesus Christ recon-
: ciles us to God, but also' to
M artin Luther King Jr. one another and because of

is quoted as saying this our goal is to embrace in
the most segregated  Christ all who would believe
% hour in America is 11 a.m. in him regardless of ethnicity
{ Sunday. ot socio-cconomic level,”

In the heart of Northeast  said Pastor Mike Campbell.
Jackson, Redeemer Presby-  Social - engineering
i terian Church has etched a  experts across the country

wesvy  place in history as a congre-  have tried to model commu-
L&ty gation making progress in nities that replicate what is
redeeming the Sunday morn-  being done at Redeemer. But
ing worship hour by break- Pastor Campbell said manu-
; ingdownthebarriersofrace, factured cfforts to blend the
culture and tradition. races are not needed when

“We are a Bible-believing, the spirit of Christ is present
Christ-centered church com- - jn a real way and people
mitted te living out the reali- come together as one,
ty and diversity of the king-  With a congregation that
dom of God in cur communi- _is roughly 75 percent white
ty and cily. We believe the and 25 percent black, Camp-
bell said the church founders
chose to be a church of diver-
sity.

*Believing the pospel leads
us to come together, church
leaders intenlionally stayed
in this location right in the
middle of Broadmoor which
is predominantly black and
Breadmeadow to the southof
us which is a predominantly
white affluent community.
We are living out the scrip-
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years ago, He is amazed at
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communily of believers,
*God is doing all of this
and it is amazing, I have seen
God grow and mature people
in their characters. I have
seer people come in who
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have been hurt by race issues

and prejudice and I have seen
them healed. I like what Pas-
tor Campbell said this church
is not a reconciliation move-
ment — this is the Gospel
and as people are reconciled
to Jesus they will be recon-
ciled to one another,” said
Lanier,

Bryant Taylor, a ruling ¢ld-
er al the church, said the con-

gregation {s made up of peo- .'
ple who are willing to sacti-

fice their traditions of wor-
ghip in order to further the
Kingdom of God.

Taylor said the worship
committée has made a point

to blend the tradilional Pres-

byterian hymns wilh African
American gospel sounds.

*It is important that we
have the attitude of Christ
and consider others more
important than ourselves.
Come and visit Redeemer
and you will actually see a
model of what it looks like
when the walls of race are
broken down. God has pul
the people and talent in place
to make this work across all
barriers and reflect the eter-
nal church,” said Taylor.

Church member Rene'
Menogan had been looking
for a church home when she
visited Redeemer about four

yearsago,

“As an African American |
felt so welcome and now
more and more African
Americans are coming here,
Redeemer truly is a place
where the races are blending
togelher and blending well, It
has been wonderful to be
hereand Thaveleamed tolive
more like Christ because of
the actions of the people in
this congregation,” said
Menogan.

*“We want to be a church
that honors Christ and
upholds His word through
faithful teaching and preach-
ing. We want 1o live out the
reality of the fullness of God's
kingdom in the communily
around us and before the city
ol Jackson so thal many will

come to know the Lord
regardless of their race ot
economic standing,” said
Pastor Campbell,

For more informalion call
(G01) 362-9987 or visit
www.redeemerchurchms,

org.
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